Greetings!
What a spiritual, beautiful, interesting and enjoyable time we had
at Stonepine! A perfect end to the summer and chance to
reconnect and celebrate the mission and friendships we share!
We started with Mass, celebrated by Fr. Daniel Williamson from
the Junipero Serra priory of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal
in Oakland and supported musically by Brother Matthew Solanus
Schumacher and members of the St. Angela choir. The messages
of living the Gospel through love and showing love even when to do
so is difficult resonated with us all. Then after Mass we were
surprised and touched to hear from Noel Hentschel, who with her
husband Gordon owns Stonepine. She shared part of her spiritual
journey, including her relationship with Mother Teresa, her devotion to
Our Lady--and she offered everyone attending a Miraculous Medal
to take home for our own protection. Such an amazing and generous
hostess!

Then we roamed the beautiful site and enjoyed wine very generously
donated by member Caroline Mitchel and her husband Mark
Chesebro, who own Chesebro Wines in the Carmel Valley (the rose
was my personal favorite!). The hors d'oeuvres were tasty and
Stonepine fascinating and gorgeous to tour.
When we came back together, we experienced a special treat in Mary
Lea Carroll's engaging presentation about her excellent books
Saint Everywhere and Somehow Saints--complete with stories about
individual saints and Mary Lea's journeys to get to know them. You
purchased 76 of Mary Lea's books, which is testimony to the
relevance and interest of the program!
Immediately following Mary Lea's presentation, the raffle ticket was
pulled for the generous prize of a night's stay, dinner and
breakfast at Stonepine, which was generously donated by the
Hentschels. The very lucky winner was Gretchen Mueller Burke and
her husband Justin, but the big winner were our programs: the raffle
raised nearly $4,500!
What was best of all about the event was that 36 of our members (and
spouses) were involved, whether present or by participating in the
raffle--more than 75%! So truly everyone involved deserves a huge
THANK YOU, especially the Hentschels and Chesebros!
Now school's in, though, and we move forward into our busy fall. As
we do, I urge you to read below about our bundles programs, in
short articles written by three liaisons to our three most active
partners. With all they AND YOU are doing, we are looking to
have delivered nearly 200 bundles this year and 250 in 2022-spreading our impact. I know you'll be inspired!
Blessings,

Anne Kelley, President

Images from Sipping with the Saints
at Stonepine Estate, Carmel Valley
August 28, 2021

Focus on Bundles: Rita Scott,
Natividad Medical Center
Back on Track to Deliver Our Love
Our partnership with Natividad started in 2018
and was rolling along pretty well until the
pandemic hit. Until that time we delivered our
bundles in safe sleep boxes, which were stored
in the hospital's warehouse; these were given to
the families whose resources were so low they
couldn't purchase a car seat for their new baby.
Feedback from our contacts at Natividad about our bundles were that
they were the "Lamberghini of layettes"--going where they are needed
most.
With COVID, priorities and needs at the hospital shifted and we had to
pause delivery of any new bundles for a year--which was tough to
stomach, since it was clear the need had only increased during the
pandemic and fires. Meanwhile safe sleep boxes were banned by new
regulations. So this spring we started packing our bundles in diaper
bags, and by July we had a commitment from our new contact at
Natividad that they would welcome 20 bundles delivered every other
month--the amount they can store in the actual maternity wing. So
we've doubled our bundles for Natividad this year, delivering 20 in July
and getting ready to deliver 20 in each of September and November.
Next year we will be on track to deliver at least 120!
Getting back on track really feels good, because the babies to whom
our bundles go have no financial resources behind them. It also feels
good to be able to plan ahead for the future, which makes us able to
involve more volunteers and get together in small groups to deliver on
our commitment to Natividad. And as a Yarns & Stitches member, I
know that all the handmade items that go into our bundles are made
with such love.
No longer is all that love all pent up in the Christ Child room!
Each bag reflects our love, commitment and care for every little

one who receives it. And we get to share the love again as we
knit, sew, purchase, pack and deliver them together . . .
Rita Scott

Focus on Bundles: Joan Ambers,
Catholic Charities
A Perfect Partnership
We first started working with Catholic
Charities last year during the
pandemic and from the beginning, the people
there understood exactly how important it is
to us to reach vulnerable families with our
baby bundles.
When their development director told me “Your gifts will make such a
positive difference in the lives of families in dire need,” I knew we had
found a perfect partner. Because Catholic Charities serves such a
wide range of age groups, we created our mini-bundles with the idea
of offering comfort to children from newborn through about two years
old. With a blanket, bear, hat and book, these bundles are distributed
from Catholic Charities’ Seaside and Salinas offices as well as from
the Alisal Clinic.

The handmade bears, blankets and hats don’t start out as matched
sets. Our knitters, crocheters, and sewers each find their own
inspiration working with whatever colors and materials appeal to
them. But every month I see a small miracle occur as they come
together in the most lovely combinations. In an email, one of my
contacts wrote, “Our executive director was blown away by the
beautiful baby packages…..You all are a blessing to our community.”
It works both ways: there is joy in giving something that is both
practical and lovely, and we are blessed to have a partner like
Catholic Charities.
Joan Ambers

Focus on Bundles: Bobbi Forlano,
Siena House
An Inspiration!
Siena House is an inspiration to all
non-profits that aspire to help new
mothers and babies. It is housed in
a former convent and can
accommodate 10 mothers and their
babies for up to a year. You can
feel the spirit of the nuns when you
walk into the serene and peaceful

environment.
The mothers have private rooms upstairs that have a twin bed,
dresser, cot for the baby and a rocking chair. Everything has been
donated.
They already get gently used clothing and toys that have been
donated, but the baby bundles that Christ Child Society donates give
the new mothers beautiful brand-new things that are appreciated. It
have loved so much personally delivering these bundles to Siena
House with my sister Dana Stein and other Christ Child members.
Many of the pregnant women have substance abuse problems and
other challenges to deal with when they come to Siena House. There
is a lot of help for them to overcome their issues as well as learn how
to nurture a new baby. Siena House has had some amazing success
stories of mothers that went on to get good jobs and own a home that
is a safe and nurturing environment for their children--see the one
below.
In addition to providing our baby bundles to every baby born at Siena
House, Christ Child has also donated books to help complete Siena
House's library for new mothers and for mothers to read to their
babies. A few bilingual books are appreciated by the mothers whose
native language is Spanish.
Siena House is unique as it provides support for more than just the
mother and babies living in the house. If someone knocks on their
door needing diapers for infants or babies, they provide them, no
questions asked. You'll be happy to know we have also donated
several cases of diapers in the larger sizes that are needed by
both Siena House residents and those who knock on their door.
And going forward, we can do even more!
Bobbi Forlano

VOLUNTER & SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES
Yarns & Stitches Meets Wednesdays
September 8 & 22 at 10:30 a.m.
As usual, we'll meet at
the St. Angela Library
in PG!
Let Joan know if you
have any questions!

The Book Club Meets September 28
at Beach House Restaurant in PG

We will gather in person from 56:30 (unless COVID regulations

indicate otherwise) outdoors on
the Beach House patio to
discuss this fascinating first
novel and NYT bestseller,
called a poisonously good read
by NPR.

SIGN UP HERE

Walking Group Outing
to Point Lobos, Saturday Sept. 25
The Christ Child Walking Group will
meet at the Whaler's Cove parking lot
at 10:00 a.m. and then take a
beautiful walk at Point Lobos.
RSVP HERE to sign up--and indicate
if you are interested in carpooling.
Lydia Ho (9/5/)
Kathleen Maguire (9/6)
Marty Burgoon (9/13
LeeAnn Stewart (9/14)
Rose Diaz (Founder) (9/18)
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